TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 14TH, 2011 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on April 14th, 2011 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for those fighting for democracy and freedom with which we are blessed.


Roll Call:
Mark D’Agostino - absent




Thomas Dewhirst - present




Christopher Flynn - present




Johanna Shafer - present




Virginia Stern – present


Also in attendance were Attorney Bill Bogle, Jr., Building Inspector Don Smith and Highway Supt. Jim Myers.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

MORATORIUM WAIVER REQUESTS:

1) J. Macedonia ~ Bullis Hall, Bangall ~ Special Use Permit

2) Roy Budnik ~ Campbell House, Route 82 ~ mixed commercial use

3) Richard & Susan Dennis ~ Market Lane ~ 2-lot subdivision

4) Matthew Salvia ~ Cold Spring Road ~ 2-lot subdivision

5) James Dell’Olio ~ N. Anson Road ~ Special Use Permit

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting and enter into the scheduled Public Hearings.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor. 

1) Justin Macedonia, 88 Hunns Lake Road – a Special Use Permit for Bullis Hall to create offices.  No comments. 

2) Roy Budnik/317 Main Mall Corp. for the Campbell House – mixed commercial uses, retail, a restaurant, an ice cream shop perhaps.  No comments.

3) Richard & Susan Dennis, 64 Market Lane – a 2-lot subdivision to create 2 parcels, 11 acres and 16 acres.  No comments.

4) Matthew Salvia, 476-486 Cold Spring Road – a 2-lot subdivision to take a 5-acre parcel off a 90+ acre parcel.  No comments. 

5) James Dell’Olio, 956 S. Anson Road – to convert a storage building into a main residence and make the main residence a guest cottage.  No comments.

With no further comments, a motion to close the Public Hearings was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.   

REPORTS:

1. COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT: Had not arrived to the meeting yet.

2. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:

Councilman Flynn was not able to attend his meetings.

Councilman Dewhirst stated that the CAC would not meet until April 20th.

Councilwoman Shafer reported from the Planning Board meeting at the end of March.

3. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Stern spoke of the initial plans for a business association, a planned “Farm Day’ in the town, April 22nd as Earth Day, the Town’s preserves and Cablevision’s new times to air the Board’s meetings – Wednesdays at 9 AM and 10 PM.  She also reported of three Recreation appointments made at the Monday night workshop meeting: Mary Dalton as secretary, Patty Knapp as custodian and Eric Pfeifer as the maintenance assistant.  Permission was also granted to the Garden Club for their annual plant sale on May 7th and to the Lions Club for their Flea Market on June 11th.  Mention was also made of the Grange’s “Grange Week” covered dish supper on April 26th.

4. HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Jim Myers reported that the crew had been working on brush cutting and cleaning culverts, sweeping the road and taking a break from winter.
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VOTE ON MORATORIUM WAIVER REQUESTS:

1) Macedonia – Bullis Hall: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, to grant the moratorium waiver and have the applicant continue with the Planning Board.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

2) Budnik/Main Mall Corp. – Campbell House: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to grant the moratorium waiver and have the applicant continue with the Planning Board.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

3) Dennis – Market Lane:  A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to grant the moratorium waiver and have the applicant continue with the Planning Board.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

4) Salvia – Cold Spring Road: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to grant the moratorium waiver and have the applicant continue with the Planning Board.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

5) Dell’Olio – S. Anson Road: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to grant the moratorium waiver and have the applicant continue with the Planning Board.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. NORTHEAST COMMUNITY CENTER CONTRACT: A presentation had been made at the Monday workshop meeting that described the grant that had been secured to work out transportation issues in this area of the County.  After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to give $400 to the Northeast Community Center.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – abstain; Christopher Flynn – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.

2. HIGHWAY GARAGE FINANCING: After a presentation of various options by the Town’s auditor Rae D’Achille at the workshop meeting, the Board would discuss this again at another meeting.

3. MEDICAL STIPEND FOR FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: After discussion, this matter was tabled until next year.

4. REQUEST FROM AMERICAN LEGION FOR NO PARKING SIGNS: A letter from the American Legion had been received that requested that the Town put up no parking signs next to the Bangall monument as people parking there had been ruining the shoulder area.  After discussion, Attorney Bogle would look into drafting a local law that would prohibit parking in this area only.

(Taken out of sequence)

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT:

Legislator Mike Kelsey arrived and gave his report on the following County actions: a public hearing would be held in June that would give veterans and those in active military service would get a Loop Bus discount; spoke of the celebration of important historical events in Dutchess County to be celebrated in the fall as “Dutchess County Heritage Days,” the Northeast Community Center transportation study grant, the approval of 15 new mental health beds in community residences; granted dog licensing fees to stay with each town; and Traffic Safety Board appointments, noting that all were from the western side of the County and more were needed from the east side of the Taconic.

5. WEBSITE DESIGN: Supervisor Stern and Councilman Flynn were working on improvements to the Town’s website for content, format and procedures.  Attorney Bogle suggested that this be a written policy.

Town Board Minutes

4/14/11, page 3

(Taken out of sequence)
HEALTH COMMITTEE’S REQUEST TO HAVE THEIR INFORMATION PUT ON THE TOWN’S WEBSITE: Permission to put their approved information under “Community Resources” was granted on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor. 

ITEMS REQUIRING VOTES:

1. GRANGE PROCLAMATION: Supervisor Stern read the following proclamation:
PROCLAMATION

GRANGE WEEK IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD

APRIL 25th – MAY 2nd, 2011

WHEREAS, for 144 years, the Grange has sought to advance the interests of farmers, rural Americans and our Nation’s families, regardless of where they might live, through the simple but powerful idea that by working together we can accomplish much for our communities; and

WHEREAS, voluntary association with the Grange elevates character by providing social, cultural and educational programs, along with opportunities for personal growth; and

WHEREAS, the Grange increases the influence of each of its members by giving them the opportunity to serve their community through projects and programs that make a difference in the lives of children, youth and our neighbors in need of assistance; and

WHEREAS, our local Stanford Grange #808 has been active in our community since 1896, celebrating its 115th Anniversary in January 2011; and

WHEREAS, The Stanford Grange established the Stanford Junior Grange #414 in 1938, organized the Stanford Fire Company and organized the First Annual Stanford Community Day; and

WHEREAS, being designated an “Action” Grange, the Stanford Grange holds monthly fun-filled and educational meetings open to the public with discussions of important and timely topics that affect our community, hosts annual “Meet the Candidates Nights” for local, state, regional and School District officials, hosts a yearly “Foster Child Christmas Party” and has continued to sponsor Stanford Community Day every year; and

WHEREAS, at the 144th Annual National Grange Convention in November 2010, the Stanford Grange #808 was recognized and honored as a “Distinguished Grange” by the National Grange President and the National Grange Membership/Leader Director; and

WHEREAS, the Stanford Grange #808 is the only Grange in New York State and one of only 13 Granges nationwide to receive this prestigious award,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford proudly proclaims April 2011 as Grange Month and the week of April 25th – May 2nd, 2011 as Grange Week.  In celebration of this, the community is invited to the Grange Week Open House and Covered Dish Dinner on Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 6 PM at the Grange Hall.

Proclaimed this 14th day of April, 2011 on the motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern, seconded by Councilwoman Johanna Shafer.

Roll Call Vote as follows: Councilman Mark D’Agostino – absent; Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Councilman Christopher Flynn – yes: Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes; Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes.                                               Certified this 14th day of April, 2011

2. CABLEVISION CONTRACT: After a presentation by Roger Connor from Cablevision and lengthy discussion among the Board members, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the contract as written for fifteen (15) years and to include Channel 22 and a $12,000 grant for equipment.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Christopher Flynn – no; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.  The motion did not carry as there was a tie vote.


After further discussion, a motion was made by Chris Flynn, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the contract for ten years without Channel 22.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn – yes; Johanna Shafer – no; Virginia Stern – no.  The motion did not carry as there was a tie vote.  This matter would be discussed again at the next Board meeting.

3. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS VACANCY: Two letters of interest had been received, from Jim Myers III and Jeff Blouse.  The Z.B.A. would interview both candidates and make their recommendation to the Town Board.
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4. EMERGENCY INTERIM SUCCESSORS: As Councilman Dewhirst had declined his appointment as Successor #2, Supervisor Stern appointed Town Clerk Ritamary Bell as Emergency Successor #2 and Assessor Steve Gotovich as Emergency Successor #3.  Dutchess County Department of Emergency response will be notified of these changes.

5. RESOLUTION TO BOARD OF ELECTIONS FOR THE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT CHANGE OF TERM:               

RESOLUTION Number 3 for 2011

                   For Local Law #1 of 2011
TO INCREASE THE TERM OF THE OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT FROM TWO (2) YEARS 

TO FOUR (4) YEARS 
WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford by Statutory authority pursuant to the provisions of the New York Municipal Home Rule Law, and pursuant to the provisions of Section 24-a of the New York Town Law, does hereby propose that the term of the office of the elected Highway Superintendent of the Town of Stanford, Dutchess County, New York, shall be four (4) years.  Such four (4) year term shall commence on the first day of January, 2012 and shall apply to the person elected to such office at the biennial Town election to be held following the November 8, 2011 election, and those elected thereafter, provided a proposition to Section Two is approved, as stated in Local Law #1 of 2011.

SECTION ONE: MANDATORY REFERENDUM: This Resolution, #3 of 2011, is adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford subject to a Mandatory Referendum and shall be submitted for approval by the qualified voters of the Town of Stanford at the biennial election to be held on November 8, 2011.  A proposition the following form shall be included on the ballot at such biennial election and the increased term of the office shall not take effect unless the majority of the qualified voters approve such proposition thereon:

“SHALL THE TERM OF THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT BE INCREASED FROM TWO (2) YEARS TO FOUR (4) YEARS?”

WHEREAS, this resolution shall supersede Town Law Section 24 relating to the term of the office of the Town Highway Superintendent of the Town of Stanford.

On February 10, 2011, a public hearing was scheduled on the aforesaid matter for March 9, 2011.

A Public Hearing was held on March 9, 2011.

On April 14, 2011, a motion was made by Supervisor Virginia Stern, seconded by Councilwoman Johanna Shafer, to approve this resolution to send this matter to the voters of the Town of Stanford as a Mandatory Referendum.

A Roll Call vote was held, as follows:

Town Board Member Mark D’Agostino voted: absent


Town Board Member Thomas Dewhirst voted: yes

Town Board member Christopher Flynn voted: yes

Town Board Member Johanna Shafer voted: yes

Supervisor Virginia Stern voted: yes


The Resolution was passed by the affirmative vote of the four members present of the Town Board and thereby adopted this 14th day of April, 2011.




6. MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE REQUESTS: The Master Plan Committee requested that the Town Board address two issues, that the contract for the water and sewer feasibility study be extended from June until the end of the year; and that to continue meetings with the planner VHB and finish their draft report by August, that were requesting another $8,730 be put into their appropriation line in the budget.

Issue #1: After lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the extension of the contract with Dave Clouser to complete the study.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn – no; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.
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Issue #2: After additional discussion and a concession from the Master Plan Committee members to have only one planner at their meetings, a motion was made by Virginia Stern to grant them an additional $6,480 to continue with their work.  This motion was seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, with a roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Christopher Flynn – no; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.  The motion did not carry.

7. AFLAC INSURANCE: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday, April 20th, 2011 at 7:30 to discuss this matter further.  Motion carried.

8. STANFORD “FARM DAY”: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to hold Stanford’s “Farm Day’ on September 24th, 2011 where tours would be taken of local farms and other agricultural endeavors.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

(#9 – Health Committee – already addressed)

10. MILLBROOK SCHOOL’S COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT: Permission was granted on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, for Millbrook School to have their students participate in a Community Service project picking up discarded tires and bring them to the Transfer Station at no charge.  Motion carried.

11. TRANSFER STATION SEALING: After Highway Supt. Jim Myers had received three estimates for sealing the road surface at the Transfer Station, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to engage Seal and Stripe to apply one coat of sealant in the amount of $1,400.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor. 

12. OTHER: Attorney Bogle suggested that the Board members consider discussing the financing arrangements for the new Highway truck at the May Town Board meeting.  This matter would be put on the May agenda.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the March 7th, March 9th, March 18th, March 24th and April 11th, 2011 meetings Town Board were approved as written on a motion made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

2. APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS:  The April 2011 Abstract of Claims and the Planning Board Escrow Abstract were approved for payment on the motion of Virginia Stern, second by Johanna Shafer, as follows: General Fund, check numbers 21552-21614, in the amount of $46,530.30 {JC Fund, check numbers 21553 and 21558}; Highway Fund, check numbers 21615-21648, in the amount of $190,929.45; Stanfordville/Bangall Light District, check # 21649, in the amount of $635.29; and Capital Project Account-Highway Garage, check # 21650, in the amount of $5,700.00.  Grand total of Abstract #4: $243,795.24.  Planning Escrow, Abstract #4P, check numbers 759-769, in the amount of $4,176.30.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

3. FUND TRANSFER: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to transfer $4,219.55 from the Risk Retention Fund to the General Fund to pay for litigation matters.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

4. BUDGET RESOLUTIONS: The following resolutions were approved as follows:

GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION # 4 OF 2011
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Motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern

Seconded by Councilman Christopher Flynn

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2011 General Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred,

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2011 General Fund budget:


Account





      Increase
       Decrease

00-01-1010-40 – Town Board-website: Vimeo and website address       $ 343.60
____________

00-01-1110-21 – Court – grant     



        $ 2,139.50
       



00-01-1620-40 – Town Hall-computer repairs, Clerk, Historian, Assessor  $ 412.50
____________

00-01-1990-40 – Contingency




                   $ 756.10


00-04-5132-20 – Garage-water softener, pressure washers

         $ 1,192.93




00-04-5132-40 – Garage – contractual


             
       $ 1,192.93

00-06-7510-20 – Historian – equipment: new printer
       $ 69.98




00-06-7150-40 – Historian – contractual


         

       $ 69.98


00-07-8010-42 – Special Counsel



       $ 4,219.55



00-07-8030-41 – Master Plan – Greenway Grant

       $ 4,500









TOTAL:

      $ 12,878.06      $ 2,019.01 


Revenues

00-2772     Greenway Grant




      $ 4,500.00

______

00-3021     2010 Court Grant




      $ 2,139.50

______

00-5031     Risk Retention Funds



      $ 4,219.55

______






TOTAL:
                  $ 10,859.05


Roll Call Vote as follows:
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – absent





Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes





Councilman Christopher Flynn – yes





Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes





Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes

Budget Resolution # 4 of 2011 approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members present and certified this 14th day of April, 2011.

HIGHWAY FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION # 5 OF 2011



Motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern


Seconded by Councilman Christopher Flynn


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2011 Highway Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2011 Highway Fund budget:


Account




Increase

Decrease


01-04-5130-10 – Machinery- Salaries-medical buyout    $ 4,517.53_________________


01-08-9030-80 – Social Security

         $ 345.60




  

01-08-9060-80 – Medical Insurance


_________________
$ 4,863.13
  






TOTAL:      $ 4,863.13

$ 4,863.13


Roll call vote as follows: 
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – absent 





Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes 





Councilman Christopher Flynn - yes 





Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes 





Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes
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Budget Resolution # 5 of 2011 unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board members present and certified this 14th day of April, 2011.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Ron Shaner, Trestle Lane, thanked the Board for the use of the Transfer Station for a Mortar Shoot but asked about dirt that would get in the way of parking for participants.  Highway Supt. Myers has already planned to level this area before the event.

Alena Hsu, Route 82, stated that she thought that the additional funding that the Master Plan Committee was requesting was well within the normal range of cost overruns on a project of this size.  She also added that she was in favor of the proposed “Farm Day.”

Michael Shafer, Decker Road, stated that he hoped the civility of the Board members would continue. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

A motion was made at 10:25 PM by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session regarding labor negotiations.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.


A motion was made at 10:30 PM by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to close the Executive Session and go back into the regular meeting.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

ACTION TAKEN:


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer to respond to the grievance.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.


A motion was made by Christopher Flynn, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to engage Paul Sullivan as Labor Counsel on an “as needed” basis.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.


A motion to adjourn at 10:35 PM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


